Same of the small countries, as we know, are still
unable to rid themselves of foreign troops which invaded
their territory long ago, during the nineteenth-century
period of imperialist conquests, and which to this day
refuse to return home. In other cases, foreign troops ap-
peared on the territories of other states after the first
world war, and are still doing their best, by fair means or
by foul, to remain on these territories. Finally, there are
similar cases which arose after the second world war. The
troops of certain Powers found themselves in states which
are Members of the 'United Nations, and still remain there.
Tl is the more impossible to ignore these last cases in that
all this is done right before our eyes, in contravention of
the normal relations that should exist among the United
Nations and in violation of the elementary rules which
all governments are obliged to observe.
In making its proposal, the Soviet Government declared
I bat it was prepared to submit full information regard-
ing its troops still on the territories of other United
Nations. The Soviet Union has no need to conceal
from anyone how things stand in this respect. It would
seem that none of us should have anything to fear in
submitting information about our troops on the territories
of other United Nations. That would help consider-
ably in the work of the Military Staff Committee. It
should also be helpful in prompting the troops of certain
states not to linger in foreign territories, inasmuch as the
war is over and the circumstances that necessitated the pres-
ence of Allied troops on * these territories no longer
exist.
Not all the states, however, took a calm and objective
view of the Soviet Government's proposal. The discussion
of the question revealed that such a demand annoys
the representatives of certain states. It seems that they